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1. ESCAP initiatives to enhance regional connectivity- Background

Inter Governmental Agreements on Asian Highway,  
Trans-Asian Railway Networks and the Dry Ports 
of international importance 

Transport facilitation is inherently challenging: 
o Involves numerous government agencies and 

countries 

o Different institutional environment 

o Implementation capacities

Increasing importance of non- physical and need 
for a comprehensive approach.  ESCAP member 
countries adopted a: 
o Regional Strategic Framework for facilitation of 

international road transport in 2012; and

o Regional Cooperation Framework for facilitation of 
railway transport 2015



2. Regional Strategic Framework for Facilitation of International Road Transport

Fundamental issues in facilitation of 
international road transport

Road transport permits and traffic rights

Visa issues

Temporary importation of road vehicles

Insurance of vehicles

Vehicles weight and dimensions

Vehicle registration and inspection 
certificate



2. Regional Strategic Framework for Facilitation of International Road Transport

Key modalities for facilitation international 
road transport

Building an effective legal regime

Wider application of new technologies

Development of professional training

Establishment and strengthening of national 
coordination mechanisms

Promotion of joint controls at border crossings

Promotion of economic zones at border 
crossings

Application of facilitation tools



2. Regional Cooperation Framework for facilitation of international railway transport

Fundamental issues in facilitation of    

international railway transport

Standardisation of Railway infrastructure 

and rolling stock

Break –of –gauge

Different legal regimes for railway transport 

contracts

Coordination of regulatory controls



Regional Cooperation Framework for facilitation of international railway transport

Potential areas for  Cooperation

Participate in international railway organizations

Formulate bilateral/subregional agreements

Collaborate to standardize cross border railway 

operations

Use advance cargo information systems

Arrangement for exchange of wagons

Use new technologies in train operations and in 

container tracking



Regional Cooperation Framework for facilitation of international railway transport

Potential areas for  Cooperation

Develop human resources for cross border 

railway operations

Establish dry ports/logistics centers and 

maintenance hubs near border interchange 

stations

Simplify intermodal interfaces of railway with 

other modes

Promote and encourage corridor approach to 

facilitation of international railway transport

Work towards paperless freight
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2. ESCAP transport facilitation models

A. Secure cross border transport model 

Provides concept for vehicle tracking system 
using new technologies such as SPS, 
RFID,CCS, Electronic Seals

Balances control requirements and 
facilitation 

Physical inspection at origin/destination 
addresses concerns of security, diversion of 
goods 

Flexible institutional arrangements

Practical ways for implementation

Facilitates cooperation among border 
agencies both behind and across the border
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Manual transloading

Prime-mover and container

Prime-mover and trailer

B. Efficient cross-border transport model

Evaluates the alternatives with respect to difficulty, cost, 
efficiency and reliability; encourages B2B and B2G 
cooperation 

Trailer swap: Trailer is detached from the prime mover 
and attached to another prime mover

Container swap: Container is moved from one trailer 
to another, with cargo inside

Manual transloading: Cargo transferred by hand or 
equipment from container or truck to another

No transloading: Cargo carried by the same trailer and 
prime mover in both countries



Model on Integrated Controls at Border Crossings

Provides for efficient information flow and 

sharing among various agencies at border 

crossings by application of modern 

technologies 

Promotes optimum use of modern equipment

by different agencies 

Multiple use of the inspection results at 

border crossing

Help in streamlining and simplifying 

formalities and procedures for crossing 

border with re-aligned integrated scheme for a 

border crossing 

Prevents duplication by aligning the 

inspection schemes for different agencies at 

the same border crossing 



Transport to border
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ESCAP work on paperless transit transport systems

Project on Deepening Regional Connectivity: Strengthening Capacities of 

Asian Developing Countries to Increase Intra-regional Trade by 

Implementing Paperless Trade and Transport Facilitation Systems

Study on paperless transit under the project found that the only operational 

paperless systems was the: New Computerized Transit System (NCTS) used 

for common and community transit in Europe

http://www.unescap.org/resources/monograph-series-transport-facilitation-

and-logistics-development-asia-and-pacific-study

Guide on paperless transit systems to expand the knowledge of 

stakeholders in designing and implementing such systems

https://unnext.unescap.org/content/guide-paperless-transit-training-

manual

Guide on establishing an automated customs transit transport system details 

on technical design of the system

http://www.unescap.org/resources/guideline-establishing-automated-

customs-transit-transport-system 
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 Economic Update 

 Thailand signs agreement with Myanmar and Lao 

PDR to double bilateral trade by 2021, while 

Vietnam targets USD20 billion trade with Thailand 

by 2020 

 In Myanmar, during the official visit earlier this year 

by Thai government representatives led by Deputy 

Prime Minister Dr. Somkid Jatustripitak, Thailand 

and Myanmar signed an agreement to double 

bilateral trade to USD13 billion (c.THB457 billion) by 

2021. 

Both countries also agreed to boost border trade, 

which had reached USD1.24 billion in FY2016 (April 

2016-March 2017). 

 In addition, Thai and Myanmar companies signed 16 

MoUs covering cooperation in the sugar, plastic, 

energy, medical, media, and banking industries. 

 For Laos and Thailand, Thai news media reported in 

May that both countries had agreed on a five-year 

master plan to double bilateral trade to USD10 

billion by 2021. 

 Both countries will collaborate to develop trade and 

investment, focusing on logistics, energy, tourism, 

border trade, manufacturing and capital market. 

 In addition, Vietnam and Thailand are also targeting 

trade to reach USD20 billion by 2020, from USD13.9 

billion in 2016, according to recent statements by 

Vietnam’s  Deputy Minister of Industry & Trade Do 

Thang Hai. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Krungsri  Research’s   view: The trade targets for 

Myanmar and Lao PDR seem challenging. To double 

bilateral trade with these countries, Thai exports to 

Myanmar and Lao PDR markets (all other things being 

equal) would have to expand by an average of 15% p.a. 

over the next 5 years. The average growth rate for exports 

to Myanmar and Lao PDR during 2014-2016 were only 

3.5% and 2.2% (in USD), respectively.  

 

However, looking forward, the progress of the “Growth  

Together”  concept  under  the  CLMVT  partnership  policy as 

well as economic developments and rising FDI in these 

countries would support Thailand’s  bilateral  trade  with  

these countries in the future. 

 

To achieve the Vietnam trade target, Thai exports to 

Vietnam would have to grow by an average of 10% p.a. up 

to 2020. This seems realistic as growth had averaged 9.5% 

over the last three years. This would be supported by 

better-integrated connectivity between Thailand and 

Vietnam as well as the growing popularity of Thai 

products in Vietnam. 

 

 

Thailand's Bilateral Trade with Lao PDR, Myanmar, and Vietnam 

Source: MoC, Krungsri Research 
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http://www.unescap.org/our-work/transport
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